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Dear Kate, 
 
Thank you for your email of 29 April asking for a response to an article in The Telegraph. I 
am replying on behalf of the department. 
 
Whilst I am unable to comment on specific articles, Government is preparing for the next 
phase of tackling COVID-19 and how we can lift social distancing measures in a phased way 
at the right time, guided by science. As the First Secretary of State made clear, the current 
measures will remain in place until at least May 7th to secure the progress we have made so 
far and protect against the threat of a second peak. 
 
Ahead of that review, the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy is 
working with industry, unions, local Government, PHE, HSE and the Devolved 
Administrations to consider what might be needed to adapt workplaces, education settings, 
transport and public places in order to minimise the risk of transmission as much as possible 
while accommodating a return to work at the appropriate time – to make them safer places in 
the current climate. 
 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme is designed to help employers retain their 
workforce.  The Scheme will run until at least the end of June.  The Government is 
considering how and when the Scheme will end, taking into account the need to avoid 
redundancies and help the economic recovery as the country comes out of lockdown. 
 
I can understand you are keen to inform the industry and your members; however, I am sure 
you can appreciate the fluidity of the situation. Announcements regarding Covid-19 including 
the relaxing of guidance to non-essential retail and business support will be made at the 
daily press briefings and on https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  
 
Thank you for taking the time to write and I hope you find this information useful. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
RT HON KWASI KWARTENG MP 

Minister of State for Business, Energy and Clean Growth 
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